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one without loss to the other, are either totally para-,
lysed, or led to confine their exertions to matters of
minor detail, by the apprehension that any real free-
dom of speculation, or any considerable strengthening
or enlargement of the thinking faculties of mankind
at large, might, by making them unbelievers, be the
surest way to render them vicious and' miserable.
Many, again, having observed in others or experienced
in themselves elevated feelings which they imagine
incapable of emanating from any other source than
religion, have an honest aversion to anything tending,
as they think, to dry up the fountain of such feelings.
They, therefore, either dislike and disparage all philo-
sophy, or addict themselves with intolerant zeal to
those forms of it in which intuition usurps the place
of evidence, and internal feeling is made the test of
objective truth. The whole of the prevalent. meta-
physics of the present century is one tissue of
suborned evidence in favour of religion; often of
Deism only, but in any case involving a misapplica-
tion of noble impulses and speculative capacities>
among the most deplorable of those wretched wastes
of human faculties which make us wonder that enough
is left to keep mankind progressive, at however slow
a pace. It is time to consider, more impartially and
therefore more deliberately than is usually done,
whether all this straining to prop up beliefs which
require so great an expense of intellectual toil and